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RESOLUTIONS PASSED 


Atomic Pool for Peaceful Purposes 


To: President Eisenhower: 

The National Board of the WILPF. 
meeting in Philadelphia. February 4-6. 
1954, expresses its deep gratitude to 
President Eisenhower for his proposal 
for development under international 
auspices of the use of atomic energy for 
peace-time purposes, and urges that 
every possible step be taken to bring 
about speedy implementation thereof. 
To make this proposal fully effective. 
we believe that the nations of the world 
directly concerned should enter into a 
stand-still agreement on the use and 
production of atomic weapons during 
the period of the setting up of machin- 
ery for constructive use of atomic 
energy. and we hope that the United 
States will take the initiative in pre- 
posing this. 


Military Bases and Assistance 
To: President Eisenhower and 
Secretary of State: 

The National Board of the WILPF 
is profoundly cencerned by the Ameri- 
can policy of seeking alliances by estab- 
lishment of military bases and granting 
military assistance. This policy has 
already produced fears that such assist- 
ance will encourage the use of force 
against other friendly nations, will 
create local areas of dangerous tension. 
and unnecessarily burden the economies 
of nations least able to bear the strain 
of an armaments race. In the light of 
these facts. we urge reconsideration of 
the policy of military assistance to 
Pakistan and Saudi-Arabia. 


The “New Look" Military Strategy 

To: The Secretary of State, Mr. Dulles: 
The National Board of the WILPF 

believes that the recent announcement 

made by you. Mr. Secretary, that our 

government will utilize its enormous 

atomic resources in whatever place and 
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at any time it may see fit, negates com- 
mitments which both legislative and 
executive branches of government have 
heretofore made to the United Nations, 
and represents a serious threat to the 
influence of that organization to which 
we have committed so much of our 
hopes for peace and freedom. We urge 
our government immediately to clarify 
its position in this matter so that the 
peoples of the world may have assur- 
ance that military action will not be 
taken unilaterally and that this country 
will give full support to the United 
Nations in its efforts to bring about the 
peaceful settlement of international dis- 
putes wherever they may arise. 

We urge further that the government 
in working for peace through negotia- 
tion seek for genuine solutions of diffi- 
culties rather than seeming to depend 
on the threat of force to secure agree- 
ment with its proposals. 

(Copy to President Eisenhower. ) 


Indo-China 
To: Secretary-General of the United 
Nations: 


The National Board of the WILPF 
notes with deep concern the steps that 
have recently been taken, both by the 
government of the United States and by 
others, which must inevitably expand 
the war in Indo-China. We urge you 
to take immediately the steps necessary 
to bring this situation before the United 
Nations so that hostilities may be ter- 
minated and the legitimate national 
aspirations of the people of Indo-China 
may be realized under a government of 
their own choosing, free from domina- 
tion of foreign influence from any quar- 
ter. We urge full support by the United 
Nations of programs of technical assist- 
ance and economic reconstruction, 
which alone can make possible the 
emergence of this country as a demo- 
cratic member of the family of nations. 


Political Prisoners 

To: Secretary of State, Mr. Dulles, and 
Dr. Alberto Camargo Lleras, 
Director General, Organization 
of American States:’ 
U.S. Representative to the Organ- 
ization of American States, Am- 
bassador John C. Dreier. 
Chairman, Board of Directors, 
Int'l League for the Rghts of Man, 
Mr. Roger N. Baldwin. 

The National Board of the WILPF, 
noting that the Tenth Pan-American 
Conference will be held in Caracas, 
Venezuela, in March, 1954, and aware 
that at the present time possibly as 
many as 4.000 political prisoners are 
being held in that country, in violation 
of Article XXV of the Declaration of 
Rights, signed by the 21 American re- 
publics in 1948, which Declaration was 
intended to guarantee civil and political 
liberties to all Americans, requests the 
Secretary of State to place on the agenda 
of the Inter-American Conference under 
the section on Human Rights an Appeal 
to the Government of Venczuela and tc 
the other Republics in which political 
prisoners are held, to liberate these 
prisoners and thus fulfill their pledges 
made in the Declaration of Rights. 


Indian Affairs 

To: Secretary of the Interior, 
Commissioner on Indian Affairs: 
The National Board of the WILPF 
wishes to express to the Commissioner 
of Indian affairs its support of his re- 
cently announced intention of frequent 
consultation with Indian leaders, with 
a view to rellucing governmental con- 
trol and supervision over Indian affairs, 
as rapidly as individual tribes are able 
to assume full responsibility for their 
own affairs. In line with its concern 
with human rights, and particularly 
those rights of minority groups, the 

(cont'd page 4, col. 3) 
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The Trusteeship Council 

The objectives of the trusteeship sys- 
tem according to the UN Charter are 
“to promote the advancement of the in- 
habitants and their progressive devel- 
opment toward self-government—to en- 
courage respect for human rights—to 
ensure equal treatment.” 

The work is carried out by yearly 
reports sent by the administering auth- 
orities, by petitions from the natives 
and by visiting missions sent every 
three or four years to the different Trust 
territories. the Council is composed of 
twelve members—all the administering 
powers, and the five big powers plus 
four elected members. They must re- 
port to the General Assembly where the 
Fourth Committee (Trusteeship) on 
which all sixty nations are represented, 
can discuss and pass resolutions on 
these problems. Here harsh criticisms 
and explanations, with pleas for pa- 
tience are freely given. 

While the Trustee agreements cover 
the former German territories in Africa 
before 1914, the Italian territories in 
Africa and the Japanese mandated is- 
lands in the Pacific before 1941, this 
same new concept of colonialism is be- 
ing applied to colonies all over the 
world. The Charter has a special chap- 
ter on Non-self-governing territories. 
“The administering authority accepts 
as a sacred trust the obligation to pro- 
mote peace and security—the well-being 
of the inhabitants and to develop self- 
government—to transmit regularly in- 
formation to the Secretary-General.” 
This means a constant exposure of the 
rate of progress of these underdeveloped 
countries and a constant prodding of 
the colonial powers by the smaller 
countries. 

As the influence of the Assembly has 
increased, the small nations have 
brought forward the colonial questions 
as a threat to world peace to an extent 
not foreseen by the signers of the Char- 
ter. There is a conflict between the 
impatient smaller countries, some of 
whom have recently become self-govern- 
ing, to keep the bandwagon of inde- 


pendence rolling, while the colonial 
powers fear the too rapid pace upsets 
their gradual training of the natives to 
assume the responsibilities of  self- 
government. They have the responsi- 
bility to insure stability during the 
transition period. 

The United States is caught in the 
middle of this conflict for our heritage 
of the Declaration of Independence is 
an inspiration to subject peoples every- 
where, but now that we have become a 
world power, we feel a greater respon- 
sibility for world order. We granted 
independence to the Philippines and a 
large measure of self-government to 
Puerto Rico, thereby putting pressure 
on the British and French and Dutch to 
give up some of their possessions—but 
we are equally anxious to keep some is- 
lands in the Pacific as naval bases. 
There is a special article in the Trustee 
Agreements for “Strategic Areas”. 

The colonial powers have a check on 
this pressure from the outside by claim- 
ing domestic jurisdiction. Thus France 
walked out of the Assembly during the 
discussion of independence for Tunisia 
and Morocco because her agreements 
with these countries were domestic mat- 
ters. South Africa refuses to discuss 
her racial policies and ignores the pleas 
of the Trusteeship Council to send a 
report about Southwest Africa and put 
it under a Trust agreement. Where to 
draw the line between the jurisdiction 
of the UN and the administrating auth- 
ority depends on the willingness of that 
authority to cooperate with the UN. 

The present session of the Trustee- 
ship Council is concerned with Africa. 
Reports were presented from the British 
administered Tanganyika, Cameroons 
and Togoland —- French-administered 
Cameroons and Togoland and Belgium 
Ruanda-Urundi as well as the report 
from the visiting mission sent to these 
territories by the Council. 

Other questions on the agenda for 
this session relate to the participation of 
natives in the local government and the 
Council’s work. the educational advance- 
ment and opportunities for fellowship 
for study abroad, the rights of women. 
and the dissemination of information 
in the Trust Territories about the UN. 

— CAROLINE B. MALin. 


United Nations Meetings 

Feb. 23 - April 16: Commission on 
Human Rights. 

March 8-12: Economic and Social 
Council’s Technical Assistance 
Committee. 

March 15-26: Technical Assistance 
Board. 

March 22 - April 9: Commission on 
the Status of Woman. 

March 30 through April: Economic 
and Social Council. 

Tickets are available to these meetings. 


PRIORITY ISSUES CURRE 


-ANNALEE STEWART, Leg 


This session of Congress has its own 
“built-in explosives” in most of — the 
major isues before it. It is important 
for WILPF members to study these 
issues and help create the public opinion 
which is so necessary to get good legis- 
lation. Here are several priority issues: 
1. The Bricker Amendment. 

Already public opinion has been 
aroused over one of the most contro- 
versial issues. the Bricker Amendment. 
Here is a resolution originally spon- 
sored by 63 Senators and supported by 
many organizations individuals 
(mostly of the isolationist. anti-U.N.. 
conservative viewpoint) which it was 
thought would surely pass. As of to- 
day. February 9. the Bricker Amend- 
ment in its original form is dead. Be- 
fore this reaches you. it may have been 
defeated or some compromise passed or 
the bill recommitted to the Judiciary 
Committee. Public opinion demanded 
a change in direction! 

For the record it should be noted 
that the WILPF opposed the Bricker 
Amendment, by action of our Annual 
Meeting. when it first came out in June, 
1952. Several Washington Newsletters 
and Memos have been sent to the 
branches giving background material. 
and the letters and cards telling of your 
work on this have encouraged your 
Legislative Secretary and have made it 
possible for me to tell your Senators 
of your efforts. 

Though the Bricker Amendment may 
have been defeated. the forces behind 
it are still planning to work against gen- 
uine international cooperation and sup- 
port of the U.N. 

Il. Revision of the Immigration 
and Naturalization Act. 

Lehman-Celler Bills (S. 2585 and HR 
6820-6843. identical versions) were 
introduced August 3, 1953. As of the 
moment there is no prospect ’of hear- 
ings. Branches and individuals should 
write our Literature Department for 
copies of “Fact Sheet on Immigration 
and Naturalization”. prepared by the 
Washington Office (10c: ten for $1.00) 
and urge its study in your communities. 

Action: Study. and write your Sen- 
ators and Representatives to encourage 
hearings. 

Ill. Civil Rights Measures. 

Hearings have been held but discon- 
tinued on S. 692 (Fair Employment). 
the Ives-Humphrey Bill: and on S. 535 
(Commission on Civil Rights). the 
Humphrey Bill. until there is more in- 
terest. or requests from organizations 
and individuals. Public opinion must en- 
courage reactivation of these measures. 
(Hearings resumed Feb. 23-25.—-Ed.) 

Action: Write your Senators to pass 
these bills in this session. 
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IV. United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF). 

Congress appropriated $9.8 million 
for UNICEF until June 30, 1954. It 
will be necessary to get both an author- 
ization and appropriation for fiscal 
1955 (June 30, 1954-July 1. 1955). 


Action: Write to members of the 
House Foreign Affairs Committee to 
support the authorization of UNICEF 
appropriations, and to members of the 
House Appropriations Committee for 
the appropriation when these come be- 
fore their Committees. The House is 
where appropriations originate. 


V. World Disarmament and 
Development Resolutions. 

S. Con. Res. 32 was introduced in 
the Senate June 3, 1953. by Senators 
Ralph E. Flanders (R. Vt.). and John 
J. Sparkman (D. Ala.), with 32 other 
co-sponsors. (See Memo No. 10). 
Companion resolutions in the House 
were introduced by Rep. Leslie C. Ar- 
ends (R. Ill.). H. Con. Res. 132, and 
Brooks Hays (D. Ark.), H. Con Res. 
133. with 50 other co-sponsors. 

The Senate Foreign Relations Sub- 
committee reported out. without hear- 
ings. a much amended and weakened 
resolution. S. Res. 150. which was 
passed unanimously by voice vote on 
July 29. 1953. 

The Arends-Hays resolution is. still 
to be acted upon in the House. Indica- 
tions are that hearings will be held in 
this session. 


Action: Encourage Rep. Arends and 
Hays to ask for hearings. Write also to 
Rep. Robert B. Chiperfield, Chairman 
of the House Foreign Affairs Commit- 
tee, whose committee will be responsible 
for hearings. and to your own Repre- 
sentative to give support. 


A second Annual Workshop on World 
Disarmament and Development will be 
held at the Carnegie International Cen- 
ter in New York City, March 24-26, 
1954. While it is a delegated confer- 
ence. its purpose is to stimulate interest 
and study at the community level and 
material will be available for branches 
and individuals to use. Many organ- 
izations in the field of religion, science, 
education, farm, labor, and veteran and 
civic groups will be attending. This 
should enable you at the local level to 
enlist the cooperation of the local coun- 
terpart of these organizations in plan- 
ning study groups and workshops. Write 
Emily Parker Simon, Community Rela- 
tions Director of the Committee on 
World Development and Disarmament, 
328 N. Charles St.. Baltimore, Md.. who 
will help you in your planning. 

(cont'd page 4, col. 2) 


Former Editor Writes 
From Israel 


(Sylvia Bailes, formerly of our Literature 
Department and associate editor of Four 
Licuts, departed for Israel last June with 
Mary Strawbridge and Mary Levin.) 


To begin at the beginning—after a 
rather awful journey, I disembarked at 
Haifa, and from then on it was all 
good. I think I knew from that mo- 
ment that I would stay in Israel. Then 
I came to live at this kibbutz, Maayon 
Zwi, and I knew that I had found the 
goodness of life that so many of us 
have searched for so long. 


Israel is a lovely little country really, 
and in one hour’s drive in any direction 
you find the ocean, the mountains, the 
cities and the villages. The beauty of 
the country is on the stark, bare, strik- 
ing side. The history of the country 
and the light add their own special 
touch to make a strong impression on 
me. The cities are amazing. Haifa is 
a dignified, solid city built firmly on 
its mountain side. Tel-Aviv is a flirta- 
tious, loud, slightly bawdy city—fast, 
glarey and exciting. The people are 
so varied that every once in a while I 
stop in real surprise to say to myself, 


“They're all Jews”! Black - skinned, 
European, bearded and religious, work- 
ers. all Jews. And the languages—Oh, 
my—that’s something. Every time I go 
to Haifa | come back in a whirl from 
all the language that I have been ex- 
posed to. 


Here at the kibbutz the majority of 
the people are from Germany. The 
second largest group are Indians, and 
the third French. I am the only Ameri- 
can. 


Maayon Zwi is simply lovely. It is 
on a hill over the Mediterranean. It is 
beautifully landscaped, with lovely 
huoses, all snug and safe. Actually, it 
is a little world of its own. The tensions 
of the material world are locked out, 
as are its ambitions and much of its 
pettiness. The people here are very 
nice. There are the traditional kibbutz 
activities—a library, and art class, a 
choir, an orchestra, handicrafts, com- 
mittees and more committees, movies 
once a week, a concert, play or recital 
once or twice a month, and close friend- 
ships. 


Our chief activities are banana grow- 
ing and fish ponds, plus an auto repair 
garage. We are quite prosperous in a 
kibbutz fashion. I write “we”, for this 
is how I’ve cast my lot. I shall become 
a member of the kibbutz in about a 
year's time, and the best has been kept 
to the last—I am marrying one of the 
members of the kibbutz (born in 
France) in about a month. 

SyLvia BAILEs. 


Letter to Tano Jodai 

Jane Addams House 
February 7, 1954. 

Miss Tano Jodai, 

1331 Soshigaya 2 chome, 

Satagaya Ku. 

Tokyo, Japan. 

Dear Tano Jodai: 

The National Board of the U. S. Sec- 
tion of the WILPF, meeting in Phila- 
delphia, February 4-7, 1954, by unani- 
mous decision, has authorized the 
undersigned to congratulate you ou the 
occasion of the first general meeting of 
the National League for the Defense of 
the Peace Constitution to be held on 
February 15, 1954. 

The Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom supports and 
respects the staunch position taken by 
the signers of the Declaration Defend 
ing the Peace Constitution of Japan 
which expresses their determination to 
uphold the processes of constitutional 
law which will establish the true aims 
of a people desirous of cooperating in 
building a friendly and peaceful world. 

In accordance with the principles and 
purposes of the WILPF, which has from 
its beginning. maintained that non- 
violent means alone can solve interna- 
tional disputes, the Board rejoices in 
the efforts of those who resist rearma- 
ment of their country on the basis that 
rearmament not only threatens human 
rights and fundamental freedoms of the 
Japanese people, but also contributes to 
the general fear and dread of war. 

The United States Section of the 
WILPF has already circulated the Dec- 
laration widely among concerned 
groups in the United States of America. 
A letter has been addressed to the Sec- 
retary of State informing him of the 
WILPF’s opposition to any change in 
Article Nine of the Constitution oi 
the rearmament of Japan in contia 
vention of the Constitution. 

Finally. we assure our sister section 
in Japan of our constant concern, iat 
creasing support and deep faith nu the 
efforts you are contributing to m: vt this 
great challenge. 

Sincerely yours, 

RutH FREEMAN, 

Pres. of the U. S. Section 

GERTRUDE Bussey, 

Hon. Vice-Chm., International 

Guapys WALSER, 

U. S. Acered. Observer to U.N. 


THANK YOU, kind folks. for 
the many nice stamps you have 
sent us! The WIL Scholarship 
fund is growing nicely! We 
appreciate your care in leaving 
a wide margin when you cul 
your stamps from the envelope. 

Anna C. Linscueip, 
North Newton, Kansas 
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Another Good Friend 


Once again the WIL has been able to count 
on the help of its good friends. Roger Baldwin 
has written a letter on behalf ow the WIL 
which has been sent to persons whose names 
we have gathered during the past year. The 
letter which follows, is bringing us new sup- 
porters and new members. 


Dear Friend: 

As one who has devoted years to 
effort to maintain and expand the prin- 
ciples of our Bill of Rights for all 
Americans without distinction, may | 
invite you to join or to contribute to 
ihe Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom? 

I have known this organization in its 
natio’al and international work almost 
since its origin. I can testify to its 
solid character, its persistence in_ its 
many campaigns, its complete non- 
partisanship, and its unflagging devo- 
tion to the cause of peace and freedom 
in all its many aspects. 

At home we face the need- of vigilant- 
iy opposing the excesses of Congres- 
sional inquisitions into political opin- 
ions and associations — which cripple 
freedom of debate and dissent, and even 
hamstring those who make our foreign 
policy. 

On the international front, the de- 
voted representatives of the WIL work 
doggedly at the United Nations, here 
and abroad, in support of every move 
toward building the structure of peace 
and extending the rights and liberties 
of all peoples. 

These are formidable tasks in dis- 
heartening days, but they must be car- 
ried on if we are to testify to our faith 
in the ultimate vindication of our prin- 
ciples. Among the agencies working 
toward this goal, the Women’s Inter- 
national League for Peace and Freedom 
occupies a unique place. Its tested ser- 
vice merits the investment of your con- 
fidence and support. 

Won’t you fill in and mail the en- 
closed slip? 

Sincerely yours. 


Roger Baldwin. 


P.S.—If you have been approached 
before and have given recently, please 
pardon this appeal. In any case, won't 
you send me the names of others who 
would .be interested in this work? 


Enclosed with the letter is a reprint 
from the Christian Advocate, “Lobbyist 
For Good Will” in which Annalee 
Stewart’s activities in Washington as a 
Methodist clergywoman and as _ the 
effective legislative secretary of the 
WIL are interestingly described. There 
are two charming pictures of Annalee 
Stewart with several senators in the re- 
print. By the way, we have a number 
of these leaflets available at 2c apiece. 
and we are very willing to fill all re- 
quests. 


PRIORITY ISSUES—{cont'd) 

Vi. The "New Look’ Military Strategy. 

The decision made by the President 
and National Security Council to deter- 
mine the size and disposition of the 
armed services, the type of weapons to 
be developed, the future of NATO and 
the EDC, and the strategy to be used 
in the event of another Korean-type war 
has been made without debate on the 
floor of Congress with little reaction 
from Congress or the American people. 

Mr. Dulles said “The basic decision 
was to depend primarily upon a great 
capacity to retaliate instantly, by means 
and at places of our choosing... ” 

This new policy indicates the belief 
of the present leaders that: 

(1) a third world war is not expected 
in the next few years; 

(2) the American people will not con- 
tinue to pay the costs of two kinds 
of rearmament: i.e., a conventional 
army and surface navy —and a 
stepped-up air power; 

(3) the U. S. must make a choice be- 
tween being mediocre in all 
branches or being superior and 
proficient in one: 

(4) cuts can be made in the defense 
budget if this choice is carried out 
though it is reported that more bil- 
jions will have to be put into de- 
veloping atomic weapons: 
there should be greater “strategic 
maneuverability”, fewer commit- 
ments of troops abroad, “disen- 
gagement” of more American 
troops now overseas in order to 
bring them home. 

There has been some reaction from 
the “free world” abroad that this new 
policy may open the back door to a 
possible third world war, that it is a 
retreat to isolationism, and that it may 
mean that we intend to stay at home 
and throw the bombs while the people 
in Eurepe do the fighting, the dying, 
and in the end see their homes and 
country in ruins. 

This policy would seem to make gen- 
uine and vigorous efforts for control 
or elimination of atomic weapons more 
difficult. 

As of this writing, a few voices in 
Congress and of individuals have been 
raised against this policy for various 
reasons, but the majority of Americans 
have not realized the dangers involved 
or are indifferent. 

Action: Read the National Board 
Resolution on the “New Look” printed 
in this issue, and write to Mr. John 
Foster Dulles, Secretary of State, pro- 
testing against this new policy. Re- 
afirm your opposition to all weapons of 
mass destruction ,big land armies and 
navies, and urge instead persistent ef- 
forts in support of the Flanders-Spark- 
man, Arends-Hays resolutions on world 
disarmament and development. 


Vil. The Eisenhower Proposal for 
Peacetime Uses for Atomic Energy. 
We have expressed our gratitude to 
the President for this proposal made at 
the U.N. General Assembly on Decem- 
ber 8, 1953. (See Resolution printed 
elsewhere.) On December 12th, the 
National Executive Committee Meeting 
in Detroit sent a letter to the President 
commending him and suggesting that 
the U.S. take the initaitive in asking 
the nations to join in a stand-still agree- 
ment on the use and production of 
atomic weapons. It was gratifying to 
us to read in the January 19th issue of 
The Reporter an article by David F. 
Cavers of the Harvard Law School. 
“The Armaments Race Can Be Stop- 
ped”, in which he, too, calls for a 
stand-still agreement and more active 
work on world disarmament proposals. 


Action: Write the President in your 
own words encouraging him along these 
lines. Remember our leaders in govern- 
ment will not likely change their direc- 
tion in policy unless public opinion de- 
mands the change. YOU are an im- 
portant factor in creating public opin- 
ion whether you are one WILPF mem- 
ber or part of a Branch! 


The Michigan Branch has _in- 
vited us to hold the Annual Meet- 
ing there. 

Place: Kalamazoo College. 

Time: June 11-14, 1954. incl. 

Details will follow. 


RESOLUTIONS PASSED—{cont'd) 
Women’s International League rejects 
the idea of “second-class” citizenship 
for any of our peoples, while recogniz- 
ing that such steps as the division of 
tribal lands cannot be taken until it is 
certain that loss will not result there- 
from to the Indians.* 


* For an excellent analysis of Indian rights. 
read The Erosion of Indian Rights. 1950-1953: 
A Case Study in Bureaucracy, by Felix S. 
Cohen. It can be obtained from the National 
Literature Department of the WIL at 2006 
Walnut St., Philadelphia 3, Pa. 25c. 


The Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom 
Literature Office 
2006 Walnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. 

Please send Four Licuts to: 


Enclosed is my check for $.......-- 
(50c ‘per subscription) 


Make checks payabie to the 
Women’s International League 
and mark the check 
FOR FOUR LIGHTS 


